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Call for Papers

The beginning of the second decade of the current century constituted a pivotal moment in the
history of many countries in the Arab and Maghreb region, where lots of perceptions about its
monotony faded away to give rise to unusual dynamism that continues to extend into memory and
space. It can be claimed that this transformation represents the second most important eventin the
history of the region after its independence in the middle of the last century by virtue of the hopes
placed onto it to resume the process of building the national state. Actually, this cannot be fully
achieved unless the nature of social contract is reconsidered through laying the foundations for
reconciliation between the citizen and the state, with which it becomes an expression of the

aspirations and priorities of its citizens and is not a system linked, in a dominant way, to coercion.

Some may have been surprised by this awakening, as others were surprised before that about the
causes and timing of the spark of collective anger and the contagion of its spread. But the dramatic
disparity between the development of society and the rigidity of political life would have inevitably
led to unrest. However, after a decade, hopes and expectations began to faintin the face of a
stronger reality whose features were drawn by national, regional and international forces, according

to many historical, social and political factors.

Despite the prominent stumbling blocks in some countries, whether they have known changes in
the hierarchy of power and its symbols, or those that have implemented reforms within the
framework of the continuity of political systems, or even in some of them that resist in their own
way to silence any voice that deviates from the official trends, it seems that this new movement
might be deeper and stronger in the future due to objective considerations represented in the failure
to fulfill a set of demands, such as expanding the spaces of freedom, germinating the spirit of justice
and providing the necessities of a decent life. On the other hand, the power of authoritarianism has

grown without noticing that it is feeding the old-new debates about "restricted freedom” of
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expression, creativity, media and manifestations. This abuse results in causing harm and humiliation

that affect the reputation of the state, its symbolic political capital and the dignity of its citizens alike.

the Maghreb region, notably Morocco, Mauritania, Algeria, Tunisia and Libya, which embraced the
first spark of the movement, reflected a noticeable difference in approaching it (the movement), as
its outputs varied from containment, neutralization, piety, adaptation, to explosion and indifference
according to the political system available in each country, the nature of the existing social contract,
the foundations on which it was based, and the historical and political circumstances surrounding
it. Though many of these countries share the same borders with countless common cultural,
linguistic, and historical characteristics, yet a considerable examination of this divergence suggests
diversity and contradiction at the same time. Outwardly, the countries belonging to this region are
similar, but the ongoing transformations at the local and regional level indicate the existence of

multiple patterns of governance.

If Bouazizi's self-immolation in Tunisia is similar to the death of the Egyptian youth Khaled Said due
to the police assault on him, then the situation in the rest of the Maghreb countries did not witness
similar sparks at this stage. This suggests that the protest dynamic was inspired by the two events
associated with the symbolism of "Al-Hogra" (injustice and marginalization). Also, it is worth to
mention that there are some who underestimate the symbolism of this feeling which came as a
response to the act of burning or assault, and link the movement to the availability of various
objective factors and to the existence of a historical moment characterized by a great openness at
the level of communication which made the image and information an effective weapon in shaping
attitudes and making public opinion. At the same time, the educated class was able to exploit these
factors to its advantage, yet enabled this symbolism to maintain its peaceful character by virtue of its
awareness of the danger of violence. Whatever the differences are regarding the first starting points
of the major events taking place in the Arab countries, it is noticeable that they are almost identical
regarding the existence of some common factors, variables and common prospects that contributed

decisively to the imminent call for change.
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Most of the political and social movements in the Maghreb region have sought to re-establish the
process of building a state for all citizens. Ten years later, the Maghreb scene looks different from
that one in early 2011, where many regimes have been changed; the street has become more
dynamic, voices are more heard, fear is undermined, albeit to varying degrees, and the political
parties’ embarrassmentincreased in the face of the street's momentum. Before this situation,
constitutions have played an inevitable role again to emerge as tools for absorbing the outcomes of
the movements and directing its own outcomes. Many of these profound transformations prompted
the losers from the outbreak of the movement to search for a way to join their forces, and initiate
counter-movements to regain positions and install authoritarianism that, in turn, produced
situations of political suffocation. Nevertheless, if the Covid-19 pandemic gave the regimes a
chance to deal with street pressure and the frequency of demands, the subsequent economic

recession demolished all the hopes for an opportunity in the true sense of the word.

The scene in the Maghreb is not clear, nor does it seem that the political and social unrest will turn
towards complete stability or establish a clear rupture or fundamental changes, as much as it'll give
new dynamics that will pressure for changes. In all cases, the transformations may not exceed the
ceiling of what the network of geopolitical interests and blocs draws for this region. Within the two
scenarios of the continuation of the movement and its containment by state institutions or its
resistance in the Maghreb region, societal dynamics are supposed to be satisfied with the minimum

required on the basis of making use of its results to raise new demands.

We hope that this symposium will be an opportunity to study and discuss the different views and
perceptions that these dynamics might bring about. the various research parties are highly

encouraged to contribute to the following topics:
® The Maghreb and the question of democratic transition.

® The state for all citizens in the Maghreb

® Social movements and the roles of the traditional actors
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® New actors in the protest arena and new channels for demands and slogans.
® The second wave of mobility and the lessons of the first one.

® The role of the external actors in the outcomes of the movements in the Maghreb and its

developments.
® The Impact of the pandemic on the trajectories of the protest movements.

® Political approaches to change.
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