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Abstract :

This study aims at elucidating the role of irony in periods of pandemics, highlighting its
representations, functions, and forms as manifested in the digital virtual world during the age of
Coronavirus in Morocco. It seeks to analyse the tools and the mechanisms of ironical discourse.
Such a topic has been covered in its form, objective, and temporal and poetic dimensions through
studying the content of forty-eight cards, which entail photos, caricatures, and flyers, following a
historical structure that compares the question of irony through three stages: Pre-quarantine (early
March, 2020), during the quarantine (March —June,2020 ), and post gradual lifting of quarantine.
This reveals different forms of irony in each stage, affiliated with a formed theory of laughter and
distinctive functions. Moreover, the study has revealed the importance of social media in comic
interaction and collective irony, based on cultural, social, political, and self-criticism, which showed

a shared ironical culture and unified goals.
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