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Summary:

This review of the book "The Life and Death of Democracy” by John Keane aims to investigate the
meaning of democracy and its institutions, to examine the meaning of democracy and its
institutions, and to monitor its historical origins and contemporary trends.

The book touched that the democracies made mistakes in their historical path. The author sees that
the historical path was characterized by three different models of governance; they are assembly or
council democracy, representative democracy, and oversight democracy. He questions the
hypothesis that democracy is a global standard that expresses Western values, as he believes that
the future of democracy doesn't associate with the West or representative democracy, and warns
that democracy became more fragile.

Keywords: democracy, council, representativeness, oversight, history.
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? _ Crisis of democracy:
_ Driven by growing inequality between rich and poor.
_ Driven by the breakdown of party systems.
_ Driven by the unpopularity of politics.
_ Driven by the rise of CHINA and decline of the USA and other such factors.
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¢ _ Boris Johnson: “The Dream of Rome”, Harper Perennial, London, New York, Toronto and Sidney, Zweite
Auflage, 2007.
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7 — Modern representative democracies gave birth to written constitutions,
8_ Representative democracy began the democratization of the people principle. It warned against the fetish of
the sovereign people principle.

— Populism: as a style of politics wants to emphasize the people against political establishments.
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10_ Representative democracy came to be confronted with a whde series of challenges. How it could be

combined with a capitalist system?
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""_ Democracy has shaken my heaves to pieces, i want to go to Egypt.
2. The collapse of the Soviet Union was living proof that the western idea of democracy actually had

triumphed.
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13_ Two previous waves: 1- End of the 1820s, with victory of Jacksonian democracy.
2- After 1945, a brief democratic upsurge.
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'>_ The weakness of representative democracy is that it can enable demagogues to come to power.
16 _ After 1945: the spirit, the language, end the institutional geography of democracy began to undergo a major

mutation.
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17 _ Public interest litigation: citizens can on behalf of other citizens who have suffered violence or discrimination
and can lodge an appeal in their support to the courts.

8_ Truth commissions: the idea is that at the end of a period of autocracy or dictatorship or great violence, there
needs to be a public process of coming to terns with domage done by the ancien regime.

19_ Participatory budgeting: the idea is that citizens directly or through their elected reprentatives can play arole

in the formation of budgets and the spending of budgets.
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20 _ “Democracy blurs the relationship between certitude and certainty. It gets people used to the experience of

formulating a position in the morning, changing their minds by the afternoon, growing angry, sleeping it off,
feeling different again about the same matter next morning. Democracy breeds possibility. People’s horizons of
what is thinkable and doable are stretched and it is for that reason exciting, infuriating, punctuated by difficult
quarrelsome ugiy and beautiful moments”.

2! _ Democracy is against the treatment of people as mere pawns on a chess board.
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