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Abstract:

The popular protests that took place in a number of Moroccan cities on 20 February 2011
constituted a real test for Moroccan political parties. It also represented a favourable opportunity for
political and societal forces to press for accelerating the pace of democratic transformation in

Morocco through deep reform of the political system and its various institutions.

However, political parties were not sufficiently prepared to seize this opportunity, due to the
weakness and limitations of the party structure, both in terms of the ability to influence the street
and express its demands, and in terms of the ability to address the state and its institutions from a

position of strength.

This leads to the conclusion that political parties constitute an additional obstacle to the
process of democratisation in Morocco, which calls for addressing the real issues and imbalances

that plague the various Moroccan political parties of different orientations and references.

The continuation of the current party reality, which is heading towards further crisis and further loss
of party identity and popular legitimacy, significantly limits the fulfilment of these parties’ roles and

functions as an essential part of the political system.

This may pose a real threat to the overall structure of the political system in the event of any
public protest movements, given the lack of confidence in the mediating institutions through
political parties and others, which may affect the political and security stability of the country in

general.

Keywords: Political Parties, 20 February Movement, Popular Movement, Democratic Transition.
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