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Abstract

This article examines the impact of digital transformations and the informational and communication revolution
on the concept of intellectuals and the decline of their traditional roles. During major social and political turning
points in human history, the term "intellectuals” has often resurfaced as a theoretical concept and societal
function, representing those expected to guide society, articulate its concerns, and serve as its intellectual,
knowledge-based, and social representatives.

While the 20th century, with its major events and philosophical and political dynamics, was considered the "age of
intellectuals"—a period in which they enjoyed prestige, symbolic authority, influence on public opinion, and
leadership in liberation movements—the new millennium, marked by digital and informational transformations,
has challenged their former prominence. These developments have had tangible repercussions on the image,
status, concept, and roles of intellectuals, reshaping their relationships with society, authority, and knowledge.

The equality offered by digital platforms, enabling all users to freely express, publish, and share knowledge and
opinions without stringent quality standards, has dismantled the traditional dominance of academic intellectuals
over knowledge and their opportunities for influence. Intellectuals are no longer the sole source of analysis,

theorization, and societal framing. Digital technologies and communication media have facilitated the emergence
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of new carriers of cultural and political projects and created innovative models of networked actors, taking on
roles traditionally associated with intellectuals in organizing and leading political and social protests. Thus, the role
of the intellectual has diminished, and their concept has shifted in the public sphere—from being a figure backed

by knowledge, creativity, and academic expertise to becoming a digital and network-based activist supported by

follower count.

Keywords: Intellectuals, Digital Transformations, Digital Culture, New Cultural Actors.
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