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The Takamul Centre for Interdisciplinary Studies, and the Legal and Political Studies
Laboratory at the Faculty of Law, Economics, and Social Sciences in Fez, in partnership

with the Hans Seidel Foundation, organize a conference on:

«Civil Society Work in Morocco: Achievements and Challenges of Sustainability»

May, 28-29, 2025
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The associative movement in Morocco has experienced significant growth in recent
decades, establishing itself as a key player in mentorship, awareness-raising, and the
promotion of solidarity and citizenship values. However, these organizations face
mounting challenges that threaten their sustainability and ability to influence,

particularly in the context of ongoing national and global changes.

Since Morocco’s independence, civil society has played a central role in societal
dynamics, manifesting in cultural, sports, youth, and human rights associations, as well
as film clubs, scouting organizations, women’s groups, and volunteer initiatives. These
associations have contributed across a range of areas, including social development,

education, cooperation, healthcare, solidarity, and family support.

Civil society has also been instrumental in fostering civic values, laying the
groundwork for successful democratic transitions, and championing human rights
across political, economic, social, and cultural domains. The evolution of legal
frameworks has closely followed the energy and dynamism of civil society, influenced
by its advocacy, strong proposals, and strategic engagement with issues like freedom,

civic participation, and its role as a mediator in society.

Despite varied circumstances, Moroccan civil society has maintained a generally
positive and open stance. This was evident early in the post-independence era, as
demonstrated by the Dahir on Public Freedoms, which enshrined a declarative system
for forming associations. Over time, this framework evolved, notably with the 2002
amendment to Law No. 78.00 on the Municipal Charter and the transformative 2011
Constitution. Truth to say, the 2011 Constitution represented a significant milestone in
the history of civil society by entrusting it with a broad array of responsibilities. This
signaled a shift in public affairs management, where state institutions, political entities,

and elected bodies were no longer the sole stakeholders. Instead, civil society emerged
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as a critical partner with substantial influence in shaping policies and decision-making
processes. This shift has required rethinking the challenges and strategies necessary to
solidify civil society’s constitutional roles and empower associations to actively

participate in decision-making across various levels.

However, while these advancements represent progress, experts widely acknowledge
persistent obstacles and limitations that continue to impede civil society’s
effectiveness and impact. These constraints, stemming from both internal dynamics
and external pressures, remain significant barriers to achieving the sector’s full
potential. Reports from national and international organizations have frequently

highlighted these issues.

In light of the current lack of extensive research and the predominance of theoretical
discussions on this subject, it is imperative to thoroughly examine the role of civil
society organizations in advancing national development. In this respect, this study
seeks to identify the key areas for scientific inquiry into Morocco’s associative
movement and explore strategies for improving its sustainability and effectiveness. It
draws upon insights from a scientific symposium held on February 7-8, 2024, under
the theme “The Role of Voluntary Work in the Development of Moroccan Society.”
The proceedings of this event were compiled and published as a collective book
bearing the same title. Building on this foundation, Takamul Center for Studies and
Research, in collaboration with Hanns Seidel Foundation, and the Legal and Political
Studies Laboratory at the Faculty of Law in Fez, is conducting a comprehensive study
of Morocco’s civil society organizations. This initiative examines Moroccan civil
society organizations accumulated experiences, opportunities, challenges, and
prospects amid shifting national and international landscapes. The overarching aim is
to uncover the root causes that hinder the development of an active and impactful civil

society, while proposing effective solutions to strengthen its role and influence.

This endeavor is not merely an academic application of theoretical frameworks to the
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current state of civil society organizations. Rather, it seeks to provide a
multidimensional analysis of their present realities and future potential. The ultimate
goal is to produce meaningful insights into Moroccan civil society, enhancing
understanding and enabling the formulation of actionable recommendations to advance

associative work.

In order to achieve the outlined objectives, the scientific committee proposes a set of

thematic areas to focus on during this event:

Suggested Themes:

v/ Impact of censorship on the Quality and Sustainability of Civil Society

Organizations.
V' conflicts Involving Associations in Courts.
V' Data Analysis Based on Reports from National and International Organizations.

V' Field Studies Aiming to Explore:
» Civic culture and volunteer values within associations.

= Governance of associations and their organizational, administrative, and

financial management.

= Lifespan of associations, their effectiveness, and factors enabling or

hindering their sustainability.

= Demographic nature of associations and profiles of their members and

leaders.
= The reality of associations’ Funding and their partnerships.
= Impact of associative action on targeted communities.
= Relationship between associative action and political actors.

= Inter-association cooperation through networking and coordination,

including partnerships with public authorities and local governments.
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> Researchers may propose other topics that address the core issue of the

symposium.
> Priority will be given to field studies.

> Collaborative research between multiple researchers is encouraged, especially

for fieldwork.
> Field research may cover multiple themes.

> Studies should ideally encompass several associations with similar contexts
rather than focusing on a single association, unless it is a national organization

with local branches.

> [t is recommended to integrate theoretical frameworks with research findings,
using the theoretical component to analyze and interpret the results rather than

separating the two sections.
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e Applicants are invited to send an abstract of 500 words, including a
short biographical note of no more than 100 words. The bio
contains essentially: city/country, phone number, e-mail, a personal
photo, scientific degree, field of specialty and the academic

affiliation.

e Applicants are invited to submit their projects in Arabic, French or
English.
e Full papers should be submitted as a Microsoft Word format, typed

using Times New Roman (font size 12).

e The manuscript must be original, not published before, of

outstanding academic importance and is not under consideration

for publication elsewhere.
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e The manuscript should be within the word limit of 5000 and 6000

words (including references).

e All submissions will be screened by two specialists/experts in the

field for adherence to the conference instructions.
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Call for Papers Announcement Date:January 21, 2025.

Deadline for Submission of Preliminary Proposals: February 21,

2025.

Notification of Accepted Proposals: March 1, 2025.

Deadline for Submission of Initial Final Papers: May 15, 2025.

Symposium Venue: May 28-29, 2025.

All submissions must be sent as email attachment to:

c.s.work2025@gmail.com
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e All accepted participants 'accommodation and meal expenses will

be covered by the organizers of the conference.
e Travel expenses are neither covered nor compensated.

e Participants are required to attend all the conference’s panels to

enrich the debate.
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