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Abstract

The conflicts that now exist between members of societies are due to the increasing use of hate speech that calls
for acts of violence and creates a climate of hatred and prejudice that may turn into encouraging the commission
of hate crimes.

Many international laws and treaties address the need to criminalize hate speech and inflammatory messages in a
way that deters those who try to stir up strife. International lawmakers have stipulated a set of articles that protect
the right to expression, opinion, religion, belief, gender equality, race and ethnicity.

Given the difficulty of drawing the line between freedom of expression and hate speech, the United Nations
Human Rights Council came up with a set of criteria in 2012 during a conference in Rabat that agreed on a six-

point test for assessing cases of hate speech that the law should restrict or prosecute internationally.
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