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Based on the economic returns, social benefits, and humanitarian dimensions, this study discusses
volunteering as a universal phenomenon which took interest by all states and societies. The
volunteering work has been integrated in the economic, social, and cultural structure of societies, to
the point thatit has become an element of their definition, and it has influenced by their wealth,
development, and financial capabilities. These factors had transformed volunteering into a criterion
of differentiation between the wealthy north countries, and the poorest in the south, suggesting a
volunteering gap. This study argues that there are three explanations which refute this hypothesis:
the challenges to measuring volunteer work, the duality of formal/informal volunteering, cultural,
social, and religious specificities of the volunteering activities in the south.

Keywords: Vqunteering, North, South, Gap.
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Bernard Harris and others, " History of Associations and Volunteering”, In The Palgrave
Handbook of Volunteering, Civic Participation, and Nonprofit Associations Vol 1, Eds David
Horton Smith and others, (New York:Palgrave Macmillan, 2016): 23-58.
3Jacqueline Butcher, Christopher J. Einolf (eds), Perspectives on Volunteering: Voices from
the South, (Switzerland:Springer, 2017), p 4.
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