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Abstract
When the "self" is assassinated by the "other,” due to the dominant power's conviction that it
possesses the right to reshape the world- backed by its arsenal of both hard and soft tools- the
"other” is marginalized, and its plight becomes manifest in submission. At that point, the self retreats
inward, questioning what has faded and vanished, and what remains of its identity. When the
opportunity arises to reopen its wounds, it responds with an action that reality is incapable of

grasping or comprehending.
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Reason and knowledge no Ionger hold the idealistic notions imagined by the pioneers of modernity;
rather, they are social constructs that do not rest upon any universally applicable logic.

From this standpoint, the paper draws on postmodern theory to deconstruct the notion of "grand
narratives,” by simulating politics through literature. It does so through a case study of lan McEwan'’s
Saturday, where political imagination and literature intersect to offer a perspective on the trauma
caused by the events of September 11 and the United States” subsequent "War on Terror.” These
events unfolded within a cultural consciousness steeped in grand narratives- a consciousness that
produced a psychological state later described as “postcolonial melancholia.”

This paper also seeks to demonstrate how literature can serve as a bridge for negotiation,
reconciliation, and ethical reflection within politics- without falling into the trap of a reactive or
negative rejection of the other.

Keywords: modernity, postmodernity, postcolonialism, power, knowledge
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1-Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak, Terror: A Speech after 9/11, “boundary, vol 31, issue 2, 2004". P 87- 88.
2_lan McEwan, Saturday, (United Kingdom: Jonathan Cape, 2005).
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3-Jean Baudrillard, La transparence du mal: Essai sur les phénoménes extrémes. (Paris: Galilée, 1990). P 130.

“-In: Manuel Castells, The Network society: a cross cultural perspectives,(Edward Elgar publishing, 2004).
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19- Hamid Dabashi, Post-Orientalism: Knowledge and Power in a Time of Terror. (New Brunswick :Transaction Publishers, 2009).

20_ Ibid.
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2. |bid.
B-|bid.

24 Jean-Frangois Lyotard, La condition postmoderne: Rapport sur le savoir. (Paris: Les éditions de Minuit, 1979).
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% -In: Michel Foucault, «Deux essais sur le sujet et le pouvoir» in parcours philosophique, (paris: Gallimard, 1984).

26 _In: ). Spedding, R.L.Ellis, and D. Heath, The works of Francis bacon, (London: Longman, 1857).
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27_Jean Baudrillard, La transparence du mal, op. cit. P 130.
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28_ Carl Death, Counter-conducts: A Foucauldian analytics of protest. “Social Movement Studies :vo 9, issue3 2010". P 235-251.
29- Jean Baudrillard, La transparence du mal, op. cit.. P 133—137.

30-Voir: Francis Fukuyama, State-Building: Governance and world order in the 21 century. (Corneil University Press: 2004).
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$1-Voir: Jacques Derrida, Spectres de Marx :L'état de la dette, le travail du deuil et la nouvelle internationale. (Paris: Galilée, 1993).
32- Jaouad El Habbouch, Decentering Globalization: World-Literature, Terror, and the Postcolonial. “Interventions :International

Journal of Postcolonial Studies, Vo 20, issue 4, 2018). P 577- 601).
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33- lan McEwan, Saturday, (United Kingdom :Jonathan Cape, 2005), P 69.
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2026 g)lo 06




¢ Jasia¥) e )5l P

s #S1 S el Q) (A o) JLAD G glads Ladas

& Sl Apase 401 AMd! Can gt ()L Lald JBT (2 Llgydl s oo (Apleesyl LogJly Blass Aiwd (e
agdlytgige @ cgorkr Js g leradl @lle Lams 2w > Joo ASTs 8ranadl 2 Slaleadl may olle

B olearadl day be Oyl Lels «Jull 30l
Oyl @ Jlaed! sall die 2wlendl 280301 3 Grall Bl8a 95k Jod "Sloniaddl day Lo 31" Jeb
& Adlanl) Lauanll (adyy coydall el Casmtie § absdl syl Ja b e Jladl ) Youos yde pulal]
gz Adlne) 858 ALt ouadll (adyg Bpelall 48 ell LLasll 5S5a 3 ela M ol . alxll
oo e 3 Aslattl Asaadl usall LYl Bagasdl Al 39all clas dal" Basill Gl Ladwss
Lyleniad) aay Lo Alaall sda ) 2dls) Aule 38l Jak e (Aadlaall pig ALKl oozl ¢ o
i Jolmy " FuSly gha" tolatiyl plasddl i, bdie e ddn Lloydl § 20 Aa a0l
) S Jalzty LuSL Jolay alilitoly didyme aluseial M5 (o duds 3Lasly aBoll (e B)larull
Sy cadag o8 U3 0T HLae¥l 3 £l oF oo 2l @l sls Jo¥1 @lladl daylay () Jiatdl sotewe,
Glel Canis (e a8l ¥l ga e AuSL paxtay «abledl 1 iy aially cuasdl e sl e
Jols 0slsal e oof 9 Le 22007 @ ygusss dud dpz g5 03 @) Al Leldi 8oL g pbasg Juseal
oo plandl 3 4y ¥l 3 9o b (pezll) canall oo Lilsdie Dad (] FuSL aleadl O ga Lia 00T
Mo AL sag cdlls e " el eld e o] Bloyll sda o (ols) le uS5 LS ALl dilal
zad (Bledl 1da @ 77"k @ Baniall duslazll e Layl oS0s ol 95adl (e ladd (ud g

- Jaouad El Habbouch, op. cit.
36- |bid.
3. McEwan, “Conversation: McEwan, by Jeffrey Brown,” The Online NewsHour 13 April 2005, 30 January 2010

<http://www.pbs.org/newshour/bb/entertainment/jan-june05/mcewan_4 13.html>.
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4. lan McEwan, Saturday, P 127.

4 Tammy Amiel-Houser, The ethics of otherness in lan McEwan's Saturday. Op. cit.
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52 -Syed, Moin, Monisha Pasupathi, and Kate C. McLean. "Master narratives, ethics, and morality." (2018).
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